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£6 1 obſerved, that the Genius and 
EE Complexion of a People, are 


8 to be collected from nothing 
more accurately, that from the Nature 
of their Publick Diverſions :—— Some 

Degrees of Juſtice, the Maxim certainly” 
carries with it, and therefore, where the. 
general Taſte of a People, in this Re- 


** 


N a eee r * 


[Manners ; the. latter, is almoſt ec C | 
the Conſequence of the former, and we 


find from every Day's Experience, that 
Errors in Judgment, are but too gene- 


rally productive of Fron in Practice. 


C 4 


How far the Stage in Particular, by 


ve Reſtrictions, might become ſubſervient 


8 the, Intereſts of Virtue and Morality, 
is a. Point. 1 ſhall not at preſent. diſcuſs, 


nor ſhall I enter the Liſts with thoſe, 
l who. with . ngro - 1ll-naturg joan. Judg- 
: ment, afliem,. that a Theatre is the 


CO Of 


Bene! of a Ntigp, a that Play with- 


of. Decency | ang. Good-Mann ers: 


|  Diquiſtions, of this Sort, J (ſhall entirely 


wave, after obſerving, chat Cal umnies 
of ſo general 2. Nature, N aan un- 
win and ſelf-confuted, 


mY 
: E 
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The Thinking, pg? "the Dial 5 


as well among the Antients as Moderne, 


have pretty generally allowed, that the 
Stage is 4 möſt inſtructive School, and, 
under proper Regulations, conducive to 
the beſt Purpoſes :=— This then I ſhall 
lay down as an Axiom, and therefore, 


all I may hereafter advance, is only ta 


be underſtood,” as reſpecting Indecent, 
Plays, which, to ſpeak with Dr. Swift, 


art the Scandal. _ our. ee and Re- 


ler. et Brin ee e 
| * as rie are — for * 
Fa, Amuſement of the many, and as it is, 

the Taſte of the People; - which gives 


the Stamp to Writin gs calculated for 


| Publick Entertainment 5 ſo, were we to 
g trace the Evil, I am here expoting, to 
ire firſt Source, and charge the Inde: 

ny of -Immadyft Plays, on. thoſe wha 
| = Write 


2 


— — 


write them; the Poets perhaps in their ö 


Excuſe, would plead, that they were com- 


pelled by Neceſſity, they wrote for 


Bread, and therefore, they were neceſ- 
farily forced to oblige their Patrons, to 
gratify the prevailing Paſſion, 7 though at 


{ the Expence of Virtue: and Decency it- 


ſelf :—— The Managers of the Play- 
Houſes who admit theſe infamous Pro- 
duCtions, would urge for . themſelves, 


that they were under the ſame Obliga- 


almoſt Unter the” Dirscuen 5 
their Employers, and conſequently, un- 


tions to their Spectators, and for the 
very ſame Reaſons, and therefore, muſt 


| - always be ready to pleaſe the Town, what- 


ever may be the Sacrifice: — The 


avoidably forced to perſonate 3 juſt ſuch 
Sort of Characters 28 they | afſign | them; 8 ; 
they therefore think themſelves but 
hit culpable in the Affair; and thus; at 
ry this 


* 
* 
et, — 
* 
* — 


i ( 5 5 
this Rate, the Blame at laſt will fall 
| pan” the Pen in general, or thoſs 
who frequent t the Immodeſt Plays, an 

Poet, Manager and Player, will alike 
expect us to acquit them: N But alas, | 
Excuſes of this Sort, where the Morals 


of a Nation are at Stake, are by no 
Means to be admitted, however plauſible | 
they may at firſt appear, ſince nothing 
is more evident, than that the ſeveral 


Perſons here referred to, are all greatly 
criminal, tho' perhaps in different De- 
grees.— The Poet no doubt may be 
conſidered, as the F 2 the Principal 
Agent; the Manager is intitled to 3 
Second Share of. Guilt, while, the. Player, Y 


it -is confeſſed, is the Loft, and Leaſt, 
in the ſcandalous Combinati on — In 
ſhort,. there can be no adequate Excuſe 


for Doing Wrong : Men can by no Means 2 
be pardonable, Who purſue their own 
Intereſts, by Meaſures impious and im- 
lo moral, 


- < 6 ) 
moral, nor ſhould any, however cir- 
atimſtanced, carry their Regards either 


for chemſelves or others, to greater 


Lengths, than Virtue and Morality will 
Juſtify or warrant.—— Thus much I 
could not, help hinting, with Reſpect to 
Poet, Manager and Player, the. grand 
Inſtruments of Vice, in the Caſe of 
immodeſt Plays ; though it is not my 
Deſign at . preſent, profeſſedly to apply 
to either, for the Redreſs of the Enor- 


mity in Queſtion. It is in the Power 


of any of them, tis certain, effectually 
to remove che Grievance, by withhölding 


| their Service and Aſſiſtance; but at this 
Time, T have another Scherhe in View, 


fince the Publick, no Doubt, after all, 
ure fufficiently able to prevent the Mit. 
chiefs arifing either from the Writing 
or Performance; of immodeſt Plays. 

To the Town then, 1 now” apply: 
Tis in the Power of the Publick, to re- 
move the Charge of abętting the Cauſe 
S009 | of 


1 


of Bawdry and Obſcenity,” by diſcover: 
ing, for the future, juſter Notions, and 
a more refined \ Taſte, by diſcountenan: 
eing every Repreſentation, which tende 
in the leaſt to the Ridicule of 'Decendcy; 
and the en « Innocence and 
ny: n Aon 1% 


* 506 


12 n the, Public.in 
dn are now-a-days of little Avail; 
conſidering the Ladies, as Beings endowed 
with Reaſon and Liberty, and therefore 
Accountables, confine myſelf on this Oc- 
caſion to The hem alone. - However the 


Men may laugh at Character and Reputa- 
tation, and however fi ght the Obligations 
to Chaſtity, in a Ubertine Age, may be 


conſidered with \ Regard to Them *, yet the 


Women ſurely are in Earneſt, on thiels' im- 


* Points 5 nor has any (Fe, 


* gee Mr, Hunt's Human bf ay | 


4 4 s ) | 
Itchope, yet ek (hardy, and. learned 
enough to prove that Virtue in Them is un- 
neceſſary.— To the Ladies therefore, Fi 
bom here be. underſtood: to addreſs my'- 
elf: They are always ready to attend 
= the Voice f Reaſon, and ever jutlge 
with Candour, Coolneſs, and Impartiality. 
—— It is in their Power to put a Stop to 
_ this. Natiqgal Reproach, and to prevent 
For the future, the Performance of an an- 
decent Play. It is for: their Intereſts. I 
am now more particularly concerned! and 
in their. Service 0 3 een 
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ly, . but the, aban andoned of the Sex, will 


6w.,4% . 


| deny: „ Every. Woman 19 ambitious of 
being accounted . virtuous, as well ir 
8 Thought and! in Word, AS, in Adion.— 4 
Lady 8 Character and Reputation is con- 
fidered, djervedy c conſidered, as a Treaſure 

n ineſti- 


lieve, that the Ladies my Cotemporaries, 


its). 


1 and to aſperſe, or defame 


without a Cauſe, is committing an 


2 which cannot be repaired.— T 
filch from ber ber good Name, is robbing 
ber of that which makes Ber poor indeed. 


—— The more valuable the Poſſeſſion, 


the greater Care and Circumſpection 


are required to maintain and ſecure it: 


Now how far Women who voluntarily 
and knowzngly attend an indecent , Play, 


give Occaſion for Scandal, and really 
deſerve it, is a Point, which it would 
well become them to conſider. Cir 


cumſtances and Appearances are all the 


Data from which we can poſſibly form 
any adequate Jud gment, one of another: : 
"Tis the Behaviour alone which diſcovers 


the Heart, and therefore, thoſe who 


| frequ ent immodeſt Plays undoubtedly give 


but too much Reaſon to imagine, that 
their Thoughts are not ſo perfectly de- 


licate, or ſo abſolutely pure as might be 
withed, ——1T am very unwilling to be- 


>. _— 


(to) 
are more looſely inclined than thoſs of 
earlfer Ages; but really, when 1 hear 
of Plays which are big with Obſcenity, 
being performed Night after Night, to 
crowded Houſes, I am almoſt tempted 
to ſuſpect that the whole Female World, 
eichet are or would be Proftitutes —— 
What could it be, but an Approbation 
of the Sentiments of the Drama, which 
could. induce fuch Multitudes of Wo- 
men to flotk fo frequently, the Be- 
ginning of the laſt Seaſon , to The 
Chances, a Play, which in a well regulated 
State, would never have been ſuffered 
to make its Appearance, or if it had 
| appeared, a Play, which the public Re- 
ſentment ſhould have damned, on its firſt 
Performance? What reaſonable Ex- 
cuſe can Women give for bein g preſent 
at a Repreſentation „ Where every Scene 
and Speech is fo. ſcandalouſly licentious, 
and where the whole Plot and Deſign 
. calculated to perkuade them, that 
a Wife | 


+* * 
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| { 8 ) 
A Wife is a leſs eligible Character than 


a Miſtreſs? In ſhort, thus much we. 
may conclude univerſally wich the Tat- 
tler, that, Whenever we ſee any Thing di- 
vert an Audience, either in Tragedy or 
Comedy, that ſirikes at the Duties of civil 
Life, or expoſes what the beſt Men in all 
Ages have looked upon as ſacred and in- 
violable, it is the certain Sign of a Prei- 
gate Race of Men, who are fallen from 
the Virtue of their Forefathors, and will 
be contemptible in the Eyes of their Poſte- 
rity. — For my own Part, I am- ſhock- 
ed when I reflect on the wretched De- 
pravity of Taſte, among the Ladies, in 
theſe Particulars, and on the Indecency 
of their Behaviour. — A Woman muſt 
ſurely be inſenſible to Shame and Modeſty | 
who can fit with datisfaction, while Vir- 
gin Innocence or plighted Honour are 
made the Butts of low Wit and impious 
Buffoonry; ſhe muſt forget the Dignity 


of her Sex, and diſclaim all Pretenſions 
C 2 to 


=: 5 FIX 2 8 

| to "Taſte and Delicacy. — The Hero 

| of a Modern Comedy, what is he, but 

_ © pretty Fellow, who with great Gallantry 

| - -and Politeſſe, very genteely cuckolds his 

Friend; or debauches his Friend's Daugh- 

| ter? Now to hear a Woman applaud ſuch 

| a Character as this, is it not melancholy 
indeed If we look into the Works 
of many of our dramatic Writers, we 
ſhall find. that the great End of their 
Plays, is generally to ridicule the ſober 
ſolid Satisfactions of the married Couple, 

and to laugh at, and deſpiſe every facial 
_ * A 


1 2 2 Pu, 2 is Wit it, 
8. JonNs0N. 


And are ſuch Plays as | theſs fit far 
Women of Character to appear at * 
. Reflection on common Senſe to 
ſuppoſe , it, — Decency, Propriety, and 
Decorum, all forbid it; and ſhe who 


countenances Plays of this Immodeſt 
Caſt 


* 


() | 
Caſt, by appearing at their Performances: 
deſerves, no Doubt, the ſevereſt Cen- 
ſure: Nor, to ſay the Truth, is it 
poffible for a Woman to give a ſtronger 
Proof of her Temper and Complexion, 
than the Choice ſhe makes in her Di- 

verſions; and certainly if the | can fit 
three Hours together, and attend to the 
luſcious Scenes, with which the Gene- 
rality of our Plays abound, ſhe gives us 
all the Reaſon in the World. to ſuſpect, 
that ſhe indulges in the Repreſentation, 
and applauds it; and after her Spirits 
have been thus raiſed, and all her ſofter 
Paſſions ſet on Fire, I ſhould not at all 
wonder, if ſhe ſhould immediately fall 
an eaſy Sacrifice, to the artful Sollic ita- 
tions, and preſſing Importunities, of a 
ſprightly and intriguing Gallant ; and as 

_ celebrated French Writer very appoſitely 
expreſſes. it, direckiy put in Practice thoſe 
inſtructive Leſſons, with which the Per- 


formance 


7 


citements, 


fails us. 
turally awakes the Paſſions, the Sculpture, 
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formance bad juſt before furnſbed her#.— 


Human Nature, we know, at beſt, is 
frail, is fallible ; the ſevereſt Virtue will 


neceſſarily have its unguarded Moments, 


even though we omit theſe artificial In- 
and adventitious Provocatives. 
— If we lead ourſelves into Tempta- 
tion, tis no Wonder if our Reſolution 
Muſick ſoftens, Company na- 


Imagery, and Painting of the Building, 


help to alarm; and when the © Dreſs, 
Geſtures, and Diſcourſe of the Players, 
are all calculated with the ſame Deſign, 
and tend to the very ſume Point, tis 
eaſy: to ſee the _ Conſequence : — 
The young Fellows, I take it for granted, 
after ſuch lively and ſpirited Repreſenta- 


tions, generally adjourn to H, 
or che 8 r, to conclude the Even- 
ing and how many Lucretias, we ſhould 
find 1 the Ladies (or. rather dow 


„Ela Satires, Sat. X. v. 157 
| few) 


' * 
0 15 | 

| : — * 
few) I appeal to their own Boſome t@ 
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But my Female Readers, I am aps 


prehenſive, will think me ſevere and un- 
reaſonable in theſe Remonſtrances, and 
in Anſwer to this heavy Charge, very 


probably complain, That if they are to 


ſhun the Theatres, till the Performance 
of a Play, ſtrictly chaſte, Farewell for 
ever to Drury - Lane, and Covent- 


Garden. A Moment's Reflection ill 


convince them, that this would be far 
from being the Caſe ; ſince if all the 
Women in London, of Character and Re- 


themſelves from the Play-Houſes, the 
very firſt Time an indecent Play is act- 
ed, I will venture to affirm, that Bawdry 
and 'Obſcenity would immediately be 
'baniſhed the Stage: The Managers, 


akeays Audi: to oblige. the Publick, 
would then exhibit nothing hut Moral 


Pieces, and would ever prefer a chaſte 


Drama 


putation, would but reſolve to abſent 


* 
3*— — 22 — — 


(46) 
Drama and 2 full Houſe, to an indecent 


Play and an empty Houſe, — The Thing 
ſpeaks for itſelf, even though Garrick * 


had not expreſſly told us lo, 


3 Abi ! let not Cen ſure term our Fate our Choice, 
Tbe Stage but ecchoes back the publick Voice. 
The Drama Law, the Drama's Patrons give; 
For we that live to pleaſe, muſt pleaſe to live. 


Prologue on Opening Drury- 
Lane Theatre 1747- 22 


I lament the Scarcity of modeſt Plays, 
and am ſorry to find, that ſo many of our 


=. Dramatick Writers, have employed their 


*Falents to ſuch unworthy Purpoſes ; ; how- 
ever, their's was the Profit, and their's will 
be the Puniſhment ; fince ſurely, if there 
be any choſen Curſes, any hidden Thunder, 
In the Stores of Heaven, red with uncommon 
Mratb, they ll blaſt the Man, ws: _ 
«thus infamouſly proſtituted his Geni 
the Services of Vice and Impiety: Four 
yet, though the Generality of our Plays are 
a Scandal to the Stage which admits them, 
ſome there are, thou gh few, where Virtue 


, — ©- 
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in drelled in agteeable Colours, and Decen- 

ey and good Manners propoſed as worthy 
Imitation: — At Repreſentations - of this 
dort, may our 'Fheatres be crowded, and 
our Actors applauded!— May the Ladies 
patron ize the Stage, when it is the School 
of Virtue, and only diſcourage and diſcoun- 


tenance it, when it becomes the Mart of | 
Ribaldry, Obſcenity, and Profaneneſs ! 


| Kaur Ladies are really what they wool | 
be thought, that is, if they are really vir- 
tuous, let me adviſe them, for their own 
Characters and Reputation, to put a Stop 
to the Abuſe in Queſtion. — The Seaſon + 
is now advanced, in which the Theatres ' 
again are opened, and therefore Decency | 

and Virtue muſt again be ridiculed, unleſs. 

they kindly interpofe in their Behalf. — 
It is evidently in their Power to prevent 
thefe Inſults on Innocence and Modeſty 
for the future ; and if they do not, their 
Neglect is criminal; they are Acceſſaries 


in te arm and anſwerable for the 
| D Effects 


(18) | 
Effects, ſince, to connive at, is to abet.— 
The Ladies, in their own Perſons, always 
compoſe a very conſiderable Part of the 
Audience; and how many Gentlemen 
they carry with them, either directly or 
indirectly, the 8 Managers would learn, by 
dear- bought Experience, were they to 
leave it. Now who ſees not, that the Con- 
lequence of this, would _ neceſſarily be, 
that ſuch Plays alone would be acted, 
as were conſiſtent with Virtue and Mo- 
rality; at which every Woman in the 
Ein gdom mi ight appear, with Innocence, 
Decency and Propriety ? | 


A Nation's Tafte depends. on You. 
A Perhaps 4 Nation's Virtue too. 
O think how glorious tere to raiſe 
 ATheatre to Virtue's Praiſe. ; 

Where no indignant Bluſp might rife 

Nor Wit be taught to plead for Vice; '; 
But every young attentive Ear 
Inbibe the Precepts living there. 
And every unexperientd Breaſt 
bers feel it's own wy Hints 0 
INI And, 


Wh 
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aken'd by the glowing Scene, 


Unfold. the Worth that lurks within. 


WHITEHEAD. - 


. Why ſhould Ws | enlarge — Words 
cannot be neceſſary:— The Thing car- 
ries its own Evidence with it. We 
diſcover our Approbation of a Play, by 
being preſent at the Performance of it, 
ike by neglecting it; how ſhock: 
en is it to think, that the Ladies 
elves, inſtead of being the Guar- 
ians of Virtue, are the Betrayers of it; 
and that inftead of ſhunning the Play- 
Houſe, when an indecent Play is acted, 
they then moſt crowd it. I am loth 
to believe, that it is Inclination or De- 
ſign that carries them thither, at ſuch 
improper Seaſons, and would candidly 
charge it on thoughtleſs Levity, and 
Want of Conſideration : — If this is 
the Caſe, it will give me great Pleaſure 
that I have pointed out the Miſtake. —— 
Aa I think, has been ſaid, ta prove 

1 that 
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that it is a : Miſtake, and a Miſtake too, 
however lightly they may have hitherto 
conſidered it, of a moſt fatal Tendency. 
lt throws down all Diſtinctions be- 
tween what is becoming, and what is not 
ſo, and weakens the very F oundations 
of Shame and- — * 


If che Ladies have any Reger for 
the Intereſts of Decency and Chaſtity, 
for themſelvks, or their Reputation, let 
me prevail on them ever to avoid the 
Theatres, -when. Virtue is inſulted, and 
Female Modeſty derided; let them no 
longer give a Sanction to Smut and Ri- 
baldry, or patronize, in ſo undiſguiſed 
a Manner, the Cauſe-of: profane Drollery, 
or abandoned Impudence. Let them 
exert themſelves on this important Oc- 
caſion, with proper Spirit and Reſolution, 
and endeavour at the Removal of this 
national Reproach, — The Evil, we ſeg, 
is great, the greater will be their Merit 
Who reform it The  Mewmod is plain 

and 


18 21 |) 
and eaſy, and to attempt it, is to dee 
— Honour, Fame, and Reputation are 
all concerned, every Thing dear and * 
able to em, as Women, 46-06 dar. — 


Be perſuaded Fa ye Fai air, to em- 
ploy the Means, ſo evidently in your 
Power, for reforming this reigning Abuſe, 
this publick Scandal; and to the In- 
mortal Honour of the Women of the 
preſent Age, may the enſuing Winter, 
: Seventeen Hundred and Fifty-fix, ſtand 

iſtinguiſhed in Britiſp Annals, as the 
= Era, when Bawdry and Obſce- 
nity were banithed the publick Stage, 
when theſe rant Feeds. were rooted from 
the Soil, where they had long flouriſhed, | 
and to the Eternal Infamy of their 
Abettors, long threatened the Deſtruction 
of Virtue, Truth, and Innocence. 


N our's this Zear to bid the Reign commence | 
Of reſcu'd Nature, and. reviving Senſe; F 
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